
The Camelot Elementary School Acceptance Team Overview 
 
The Camelot Elementary School formed The Acceptance Team in 2012, a group made up of administrators, 
teachers, staff, and PTA parents. The team was created to promote the acceptance of all students at Camelot, 
teach and give students the tools and knowledge they need to fully accept one another, and to encourage and 
show students how to be a friend to anyone and everyone, in all walks of life, both in and out of school. Funded 
by the PTA, the Acceptance Team meets several times during the year and accomplishes the three main parts 
of the Acceptance Team’s mission: 
 
Camelot Buddy Program: 
This year over 160 students were paired together to be part of our Camelot Buddy Program. Students 
participating in the program are excused from class to attend a 30 min. Camelot Buddy activity once a month 
in the cafeteria. A Camelot Buddy is a student in grades 4-6 who partners with another student (“friend”) and 
acts as a role model to this friend and other students in grades K-6. Activities are led by PTA parents and 
attended and supported by staff members including administrators, counselors, special education teachers and 
aids, and speech therapists. Activities include crafts, decorating gingerbread houses and cookies, Bingo, and a 
year-end special event. There is an application for the students to become a Camelot Buddy at the beginning 
of 
our school year for students in grades 4-6. The staff is given the opportunity to help find students who would be 
the “friends.” The Assistant Principal matches students to create the partners. The Camelot Buddies attend a 
training session where the students are given assistance on how to be a good Buddy. 
 
Acceptance Awareness Activities: The Acceptance Team aims to build a culture of acceptance at Camelot 
by educating the Camelot student body, sharing information with Camelot staff, and celebrating our 
differences. In the past, team members have visited classrooms across the school and talked about 
acceptance and various disabilities present in our school community. In the past three years, the team went 
from hosting a special event called “Acceptance Celebration Week” which and two years ago became 
“Acceptance Celebration Month.” With week long themes filled with special events and activities, this year we 
hope our MONTH will continue to communicate these value of acceptance to our students. 
 
Special Education Parents Round Tables: Parents of students receiving special education services at 
Camelot and any parents interested in learning about special education are welcome to join this group. These 
meetings provide an opportunity to meet other parents at Camelot and a forum to discuss special education 
topics in a small group. The purpose is to build a sense of community and to show support for families 
interested in special education, as well as sharing information and best practices. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, Visit www.camelotpta.org/acceptance or Contact: 
Kim Woodbury, Camelot PTA Special Education 
Liaison, kimmy_woodbury@yahoo.com or 
703-865-9788 
 
Laura Allen, Camelot PTA Special Education 
Liaison, lallen5@gmail.com or 
703-598-4987 
 
 


