
Tips for Being Inclusive 

By, Ms. Guinnevere Parise 

1. When someone new comes to your school or classroom, invite him or her to sit with you 

at lunch, or play with you during recess. Making others feel welcome is an easy way to 

help new students feel comfortable at Camelot.  

 

2. If you find out that someone has just moved from another country, ask him/her what 

life is like there. You may find the customs, traditions, or climate interesting, and the 

new student will feel like he/she has a friend who cares. 

 

3. If someone joins your classroom and does not speak much English, you can still include 

that person by smiling, using friendly gestures (such as waving or motioning for that 

person to join you), and inviting them to participate in activities that don’t necessarily 

require language…like playing soccer or drawing a picture. 

 

4. If someone in your classroom has a disability, be friendly and invite him/her to do 

things with you that he/she is able to do. You can also ask him/her what he/she likes to 

do, and participate in one of those activities. It’s OK to help a classmate with a disability 

if he/she requests assistance. Constantly offering to help could make a friend feel like 

he/she is not capable of completing tasks independently, so it’s important to wait for 

him/her to ask for support.  

 

5. Not everyone has the same type of family. Some of our friends have two parents, and 

some have one. Some of our friends have two moms or two dads. Some of our friends 

are only children, and some of our friends have many siblings. It is OK to ask a friend 

what it is like to have a different kind of family from yours. However, it is important to 

remember that all families are special, and we should not judge or criticize our friends’ 

families.  

 

6. Camelot is a diverse school with students from a variety of races and ethnic 

backgrounds. It is OK to acknowledge or notice that a friend is different from you. You 

can ask him/her about his/her experiences. It’s important not to make assumptions 

about a person because of the way he/she looks. All of the students at Camelot are 

valuable and interesting, and there is no racial or ethnic group of people that is better 

than another.  

 

7. Some kids may act or dress in a way that is different from how we usually see a boy or a 

girl acting or dressing. Regardless of appearance, all students should have the 

opportunity to participate in daily activities at school. Making comments about how a 

classmate looks or acts can be hurtful, and it’s important that we treat others how we 

would like to be treated.  


